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PSALM xci. 15, 16. | 
He ſhall call upon me; and I vill anſwer him : I avill be with 
him in trouble; I will deliver him, and honour him. With long 
Jife will I ſatisfy him; and ſhew him my ſalvation, 


temporis illius 

Me conſolor imagine: \ 
Feſtis quum populus me reducem choris 
Fauſtiſque excipiet vocibus, et Dei, 
Pompa cum celebri, me comitabitur 

Auguſta ad penetralia, Ss 
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F\ HE manifeſt interpoſition of 
Almighty God in favour of 
theſe kingdoms, has ſeldom, if ever, 
been more ſignally diſplayed, or more 
generally acknowledged, by perſons 
of every rank, party, or deſcription, 
than in the late memorable and im- 
portant event, of the King's happy 
recovery. If lo intereſting a ſubject, 
ſhould give occaſion to the publica- 
tion of more "Thankſgiving Sermons, 
than uſual, it will likewiſe ſuggeſt a 
ſufficient apology for them. Con- 
ſidered as teſtimonies of loyalty to 
the King, and of gratitude to him by 
whom Kings reign, they can, ſcarcely, 
be too numerous. 
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GREAT ADVENT 


1 THESS. iv. 16, 17. 


For the Lord himſelf ſhall d:ſcend from Heaven 
avith a ſhout, with the voice of the Arch- 
angel, and with the trump of God; and the 
dead in Chriſt ſhall riſe firſt then we, which 
are alive, and remain, ſhall be caught up 

together with them in the clouds, to meet the 
| Lord in the air; and ſo ſhall we ever be 
with the Lord, 


UR beloved King is now on his way, 
amidſt the acclamations of an affectionate 
people, to St. Paul's Cathedral; there he will, 
this day, make his public acknowledgment to 
God, who heard his prayer in the time of his 
trouble. It will be a joyful fight to thouſands ; 
and, perhaps, there is not a perſon in this aſ- 
ſembly, who has not felt a deſire to be one of 
the ſpectators. But I am glad to meet you 
here. Many of you, I doubt not, earneſtly and 
| B repeatedly 
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„ 
repeatedly prayed for the recovery of our gra- 
cious Sovereign; and you judge, with me, 
that the moſt proper expreſſion of our grati- 
tude and joy, is to unite in rendering praiſe to 
God, upon the very ſpot, where we have often 
preſented our united prayers. And I infer, from 
the largeneſs of the congregation, that few, 
who ſtatedly worſhip with us, are now abſent ; 
thoſe excepted, who, reſiding in or near the 
line of proceſſion, could not attend, with pro- 


priety, nor, perhaps, with ſafety. 


If He, in whoſe name we are met, ſhall 


be pleaſed (as his word encourages us to hope) 


to favour us with the influence of his Holy 
Spirit, and to enable us, in the exerciſe of that 
faith, which gives ſubſiſtence and evidence 
to things, as yet, future and unſeen, to rea- 
lize the ſubje&t of my text to our minds 
we ſhall have no reaſon to regret our coming, 
together upon this occaſion. 


The immediate deſign of the Apoſtle, in 
theſe words, is to comfort believers under a 
trial, which ſome of you, perhaps, feel at this 


hour, and to which any of us may be called, 


ſooner 


„ 
fooner than we are aware; the removal of our 
Chriſtian friends or relatives, with whom we 
have often taken ſweet council, to a better 
world. Such a ſtroke, whenever it takes 
place, will awaken painful ſenſations, which 


he, who knows our frame, does not condemn. 


The tendency of the Goſpel is to moderate and 
regulate, but not to ſtifle or eradicate, the feel- 
ings of humanity. We may ſorrow, but pro- 
viſion is made, that we ſhould not ſorrow like 
thoſe who have no hope, * Bleſſed ® are the 
dead who die in the Lord.” It is but a tem- 
porary ſeparation ; we ſhall ſee them again to 
unſpeakable advantage. For if we believe 
that Jeſus died and roſe again, even ſo they that 
fleep in Jeſus, ſhall God bring with him.” 

The change of expreſſion here is obſervable, 
Teſus died. Death, to him, was death indeed. 
Death in all its horrors ; but he died for his 
people, to diſarm death of its ſting, to throw a 


light upon the dark paſſage to the grave, and 


to open the kingdom of Heaven to all be- 
lievers. For now, they . that believe in him 


ſhall never Þ die.” He ſo diſpels their . 


* Ren xiv. 13. e John xi. 1 
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C43 1 
and enlivens their hopes, that, to them, death 
is no more than a ſleep ; they ſleep in Jeſus, 
and are blefled. And when He, © who is 


| their life, ſhall appear,” as he cettainly will, 


and every eye ſhall ſee him, * they alſo * ſhall 
appear with him in glory.” For the Lord 
himſelf ſhall deſcend from Heaven, with the 
voice of the Archangel, and the trump of 
God, and the dead in Chriſt ſhall riſe firſt. | 


But I think I am warranted to conſider the 
text in à more general view, and to accommo- 
date it to the happy event, which demands 
our eſpecial thankfulneſs and praiſe on this day. 
Let our thoughts riſe from the King's ſplen- 
did, though ſolemn, proceſſion to St. Paul's, 
to contemplate that great advent of the King 
of Kings, the idea of which filled and fired the 
Apoſtle's thoughts +. Behold ! he cometh in 
the clouds! „ He cometh in his own 
glory, in the glory of his Father, with all 
his angels, and with all his faints !“ 15 


„„ 4. - - + Rev. i. 75 + Matt. xxv. 31. 
1 Theſſ. iii. 13. | | BIEN ak» | 
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If 


"T2 1 
If I attempt to illuſtrate the proceſſion (fo 
to ſpeak) of that Great Day, for which all other 
days were made, by the moſt ſtriking circum- 
ſtances of the preſent day, it will, indeed, be 
comparing great things with ſmall. In ſome 
reſpects compariſon will utterly . fail, and I 
muſt have recourſe to contraſt. For what 
proportion can there be between finite and in- 
finite, between the moſt important concerns of 

time, and thoſe of eternity ? 


Let us, however, aim to fix our feeble 
conceptions upon the Perſonage whoſe ap- 
proach is here announced; upon the manner 
of his coming; upon his train of attendants ; 
and upon the final event of his appearance, 
with which the ſcene will cloſe. 


The Lord Himſelf ſhall defcend. At ano- 
ther time, if both houſes of Parliament, the 
Judges, the foreign miniſters, the principal 
part of the nobility, and perſons of diſtinction 
in the nation, were to afſemble in St. Paul's, 
their preſence would form a grand and affect- 
ing ſpectacle. But upon this occaſion, though 
they ſhould be all there, if the King was not 
8 ſeen 


E 


ſeen among them, it is probable, they would be 


all, in a manner, overlooked ; and diſappoint- 
ment and anxiety would mark the countenance 
of every beholder. But it is more than pro- 
bable, it is abſolutely certain, that if all the 
glories of the inviſible world were to open 
upon the view, of thoſe, who feel their obliga- 
tions to the Great Redeemer, they could not 
be completely happy, unleſs they were per- 
mitted to behold 5g glory. He has ſtipulated 
on their behalf, Father, I will that they * 
whom thou haſt given me, ſhould be with me 
where I am,” and by his grace, he qualifies 
them for their high privilege; ſo that, even 
now, they can ſay, © Whom have I in Hea- 
ven but + Thee? and there is none on earth 
that I deſire beſide thee.” Jeſus is the light, 


the life, the ſun, of the ſoul that knows him, 


according to the revelation given in the ſcrip- 
tures, of his perſon, offices, and grace. And, 
as the moſt magnificent palace would be but a 
dungeon, if it had no apertures to admit the 
light; ſo the whole creation would be dark 
and dreary to his people, were it poſſible that 
they could be excluded from his preſence. 


* John xvii. 24. T PC. Ixxiii. 25» 


In 


[7 1 
nthis life, they can know butlittleof the par- 
ticulars of that happineſs which God has prepar- 
ed for them that love him ; but in general they 
know, and this ſuffices them, that“ they ſhall 
ſee him as * he is, and ſhall belike him,” and 
with him. They love him unſeen ; and, while 


he is yet abſent from them, the expectation, 


founded upon his own gracious promiſe, that 
he will ſhortly deſcend Himſelf, to receive 


them, and to avow them for his own, before 


the aſſembled world, is the food and joy of 


their hearts, which ſooths their ſorrows, and 


animates them under every difficulty they are 
expoſed to, at preſent, for his ſake. | 


Oh! the ſolemnity, the terrors, andthe glories _ 


of that approaching day! Then, they who have 


flighted his mercy, and abuſed his patience and 


forbearance, will tremble. Then, many whom 
the world has admired or envied; many“ of the 
Kings of the earth, and the great men, and the 
chief captains, and the mighty men, ſhall call 
(alas, in vain ꝓ) to the rocks and mountains to 
fall on them, and hide them from his pre- 
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ſence. But they who love him, and long for 
his appearance, will ſay, Lo, this * is our 
God, we have waited for him, we will be 
glad and rejoice in his falvation.” May we, 
my brethren, have grace to uſe all diligence, 
that we may be found + of him, in peace, 
without ſpot, and blameleſs.” 


Should we be aſked, Why does every face ex- 
preſs an air of ſatisfaction to day? Why is the 
feeling of our own perſonal trials, in a de- 
gree, ſuſpended? Why does the public ap- 
pearance of the King diffuſe fo general a joy 
among his loyal ſubjects? We can give a ready 
anſwer ; We love our King. Few of us, in- 
deed, are perſonally known to him. The 
bleſſing of being under a good King, can only 
be known to the bulk of a nation, by the in- 
fluence of his adminiſtration upon the public 
welfare. This influence we have felt. It is 
true, we were too little ſenſible of it, too little 
thankful for it, until an alarming diſpenſation 
awakened our fears, leſt we ſhould: loſe the 
privileges we had not ſufficiently prized ; but 


Ia. xv. 9. + 2 Pet. iii. 14. 


then, 


(9 3 
then, each man would remind himſelf, how 
highly favoured we had been, as a people, for 
many years, under his government; then, we 
underſtood our great obligations to the King, 
as the miniſter of God to us for good. We 
were ſitting peaceably under our own vines and 


fig-trees, highly diſtinguiſhed among the na- 


tions, by our civil and religious liberty, our 
proſperity at home, and our reputation abroad. 
The news of the King's illneſs, therefore, not 
only awakened our apprehenſions, but revived 
our gratitude ; and, from the ſame principle, 
we now rejoice in his recovery, 


Again, becauſe we loved him, we ſympa+ 
thized with him. We were afflicted by his 
affliction. We not only conſidered him as a 
King, but we felt for him as a Man, a Huſ- 
band, a Father. Such an inſtance of the de- 
pendant, precarious ſtate of human life ; ſuch 
a proof, that no rank, or ſituation, is exempted 


from a ſhare in the calamities which fin has: 


brought into the world, impreſſed us with 
compaſſion, blended with awe. And not our 
compaſſion only, but our prayers were engaged 
for the King, the Queen, and Royal Family. 

Iam 
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J am perſuaded many perſons could ſcarcely 
have prayed more earneſtly, had it been their 
own private and domeſ;- concern. Our 
prayers have been heard, and ſignally anſwered, 
therefore we rejoice and give thanks to day. 
We wiſh not to detract from the ſkill of phy- 
ſicians, they have been employed and owned, 
as inſtruments of the merciful will of God; 
but we aſcribe the praiſe for a recovery, ſo little 
hoped for, and ſo critically ſeaſonable, to Him 
who raiſeth the dead, who ſpeaks and it is 
done. 

And we rejoice in expectation. Indeed in 
this view we may, and ſhould, “ rejoice with 
* trembling.” How much may depend upon 
this fingle, this precious life, we know not; 
neither do we know what might have been 
the conſequences, if the rumour, at which we 
once ſhuddered, and which, for ſome hours, 
was generally believed, that God had taken him 


from us, had proved true. 


Let us praiſe God, who has preſerved us 
from knowing them. But the manner, in 


ii. 1. 


which 


. 
which we have been relieved, encourages us 
both to pray, and to hope, that our King is 
an object of God's eſpecial care, and that he will 
live (long may he live!) to communicate {till 


greater benefits to the nation, as the patron of 


true religion, the guardian of our conſtitution, 
and an examplar of piety and virtue to his ſub- 
jects. That God may give him to reign in 
the hearts of an enlightened, free, and affec- 
tionate people, and not permit any device or 


weapon, formed againſt him, to proſper. 


For ſimilar reaſons, but vaſtly ſuperior in 
importance, even as the heavens are higher than 
the earth, we rejoice in the aſſurance and pro- 
ſpect, that the LoRD HIMSELF will deſcend. 
He is the good ſhepherd, who laid down his 
life * for the ſheep ;” and, therefore, they who 
know his name, and truſt in him for falvation, 
are bound to him by the ſtrongeſt ties of at- 
tachment and gratitude. They admire his con- 
deſcenſion and his love. To his mediation, 
and care, they are indebted for their life and 
hopes. They remember what they were doing, 


* John x. 11. 


and 


} 
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I 
and how careleſsly they were ſporting in the path 
that leadeth to deſtruction, when he firſt ſtop- 
ped them, turned them, and led them into his 
fold. He is, even now, their ſun and ſhield, their 
wiſdom and ſtrength 5 on him they caſt their 
cares, from him -they receive their ſupplies ; 
therefore they love him, though unſeen® ; and 
rejoice in the hope of his appearance, 


They know that He who will deſcend to re- 
ceive them, was, once, a man of forrows, and 
a companion of grief. And though this too 
little affected them in the time of their igno- 
rance; it has been otherwiſe ſince they have 
derived life from his death, and healing from 
his wounds. They have ſympathized with 
him in the agonies which he endured, in Geth- 
ſemane, and upon Mount Golgotha. They 
remember that his face was defiled with ſpit- 
ting, his head crowned with thorns, his back 
torn by ſcourges, his hands and feet pierced 
with ſpikes ; that he made his foul an offering 
for their fins, and was crucified for their ſakes, 


Thus. he loved them, and ＋ gave himſelf 


i. . + Gal. ii. 20. 


for 


3 

for them.” Thus he delivered them from ap- 
proaching wrath; and this love has won their 
hearts. And they are waiting * for his return 
from Heaven ; that when they ſhall ſee him 
as he is, with all his angels, and with all his 
faints, they may join in nobler ſtrains thari 
they can at preſent reach, in ſongs of praile to 
Him who redeemed them to God, by his OW 
blood, 


But though they have much to praiſe him 
for, in this life, they have much more to ex- 
pect, when He ſhall deſcend. Their privi- 
ledges are great while here. They are already 
delivered from guilt and condemnation, they 
have acceſs by him to a throne of grace, they 
have fellowſhip with him by faith, and joys 
which a ſtranger intermeddles not with“ but 
it does not yet appear + what they ſhall be“ 


They are {till in a ſtate of warfare and trial; 


they are expoſed to many troubles, to reproach, 

oppoſition, and temptation ; they are till 
ſtraitened and hindered, in their beſt attempts 
and deſires, by an in-dwelling principle of evil. 


* 1 Theſl. i. 8. + 1 John iii. 2. 
They 
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They are ſowin g in tears *, but when their Lord 
ſhall deſcend, they expect to reap with joy. 
He is coming to wipe away all their tears, and 
then they are aſſured they ſhall weep w more. 
The days of their mourning ſhall ceaſe for 
ever. He has prepared for them a kingdom, 
te incorruptible 4, undefiled, and that fadeth 
not away.” In that kingdom they ſhall ſhine 
forth, each like the ſun I in the firmament, 
An immenſe conſtellation of ſuns ! 


The manner in which the Lord will de- 
ſcend can be but faintly illuſtrated, by any 
circumſtances borrowed from the pomp of 
this day. When the King enters St. Paul's, 
his arrival will be announced, by the voice of 
the multitude, the diſcharge of cannon, and 
the deep-mouthed organ. But what are theſe, 
when compared with the voice of the Arch- 
angel, the ſhout of all who love his appear- 
ance, and that trump of God, which will 
ſhake the creation and raiſe the dead ? Perhaps 
by the word Archangel, in this connection, 
we may underſtand, the Lord of Angels, the 


Fl. exxvi. 5. + 1 Pet. i. 4. 4 Matt. xiii. 43. 
King 


1 
King himſelf. He ſhall call to the Heavens 
from above, and to the earth, that He may 
Judge * his people.” © The hour cometh, 
when th. dead ſhall hear the voice of the Son + 
of God.”—The out ſeems a military term. 
By a ſhout, foldiers encourage each other in 
the onſet to battle ; and there is a triumphant 
ſhout of victory, when the enemy is utterly 
defeated. Such will be the ſhout when the 
Lord ſhall deſcend.— His ſoldiers, who, fight- 
ing in his cauſe, have oiten endured hardſhip, 
and have ſometimes loſt a ſkirmiſh ; ſhall, on 
the great day of deciſion, in the final event of 
the war, ſtand forth, © More than conquer- 
ors, through Him that loved them. Their 
ſhouts ſhall proclaim his praiſe : ** For they 
got not the victory by their own ſword, nei- 
ther did their own arm ſave them.” The 
Lord leads them on, teaches them to fight, 
clothes them with complete armour, and ſup- 
plies them with ſtrength ; He himſelf ſubdues 
their foes—and when he ſhall deſcend with 
glory, he will terminate the conteft. His 


„ + John v. 25 
t Rom. viii. 37. $ Pf. xliv. 3. 


people 


(a6 J 1 


people will then utter a an) ſhout, and 
ſhall hear the noiſe of war no more. | 


When the Lord deſcended upon Mount 
Sinai, the trumpet of God was heard exceed- 
ing loud *, it waxed louder and louder, the 
people trembled, and Moſes ſpoke. The 
Apoſtle records his words. Even Moſes, the 
favoured ſervant of God; faid, I exceed- 
ingly fear and quake.” But the ſound of 
the laſt trump, when the Lord ſhall deſcend 
again; will be much louder, and the effects 
much more important and extenſive. It will 
be heard not only in the neighbourhood of one 
mountain, but from eaſt to weſt, from pole 
to pole ; not only by the living, but by the 
dead ; by all who ever lived: 


Then, at his great command, they that 
dwell T in the duſt ſhall awake. The earth 
and the ſea ſhall deliver up their dead. There 
will be a reſurrection both of the juſt and the 
unjuſt, Some ſhall ariſe “ to everlaſting life, 


＋ Ifa. xxvi. 19. 


> and. 


1 1 
and ſome to ſhame * and eherne cots 
tempt.” 


The I this day, for the recovery and ap= 
pearance of our King, is general, I hope, uni- 
verſal. I hope there are few perſons 'in the 
kingdom who do not cordially ſhare in it: 
However, if contraty ſenſations do exiſt, they 
are ſuppreſſed and concealed. But the Great 
King has borne with many avowed enemies, 
and with many traitors diſguiſed under the 
profeſſion of his name, from age to age. He 
will not bear with them always. He knows 
them all, and not one of them can eſcape his 
notice. To them the language of the trump 

will be, Ariſe and come to judgment! My 
heart is pained to think, that, poflibly, ſome 
of this deſcription: may be now preſent i in out 
aſſembly. Yet I am glad you are here, that I 
may warn you to flee from the wrath to come: 
What a dreadful day will it be, when you; if 
unhumbled, un pardoned, unſanctified, as you 
now are, ſhall be compelled to ſtand before 
his tribunal ! For we are aſſured, that when 


: * Dan. Xl. 2+ 


C 5 he 


_ 


1 

he returns to bleſs his willing people, he will 
ſummon his enemies, who would not that he 
ſhould reign ® over them. He will place 
them at his left hand, and denounce that 
awful ſentence upon them, Depart, ye 
curſed, into everlaſting fire F.” As yet He is 
upon a mercy-ſeat. Oh! “ ſeek him, while 
he may þ be found; call upon him, while he 
is near! There is forgiveneſs with him. Hum- 
ble yourſelves before him, and intreat for 
mercy. Intreat him to ſhew you who he is, 
and what he has done for ſinners ; that you 
may believe and be ſaved. Otherwiſe you muſt 
ſtand before his judgment-ſeat. Then his 


wrath will burn like fire. | 


But it is of the 45 in Chriſt I am chiefly te 
ſpeak. Theſe ſhall riſe firſt, and, together with 
thoſe of his ſervants who ſhall be living at his 
coming, ſhall be caught up, to meet him in the 
air. There are expreſſions in Scripture, which 
intimate, that the ſervants of the Lord Chriſt 


| ſhall have the honour of being, in ſome man- 


ner beyond our feeble apprehenſion, aſſeſſors 


* Luke xix. 27. + Matt. xxv. 41. 
+ Iſa. lv. 6. | 


with 
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with their Lord in the day * of f judgment. 


They will witnefs and approve his proceed- 


ings, In this ſtate of infirmityg it becomes 


them, and is their duty, to pity and pray for 
the wicked; and to uſe all their influence to 
perſuade them to pity themſelves, to forſake 
their evil ways, that they may live. But in 
the great and terrible day, when the wicked 
ſhall be turned into Hell, the righteous will 


be ſo perfectly impreſſed with the juſtice and 


holineſs of the ſentence of condemnation, that 


they will not heſitate to ſay, Amen. So 


let all thine enemies periſh r, O Lord!” 


But the Apoſtle, uſing the language of pro- 


phecy, which ſpeaks of the future, as though 


it were actually preſent, ſays farther, © Then 
we that are alive, and remain, ſhall be caught 


up to meet the Lord in the air.” Not, as I 


apprehend, that he expected to be living when 
the Lord ſhall deſcend; by the word we, he 
expreſſes his joint relation with the many 
members, which conſtitute the one body, of 


N the Lord Chriſt is the head. Of theſe, 


* Luke xxii, 30. 1 Cor. . + t Judges v. 31. 
i C . there 
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there will be ſome living when he ſhall appear. 
And of theſe, he ſays elſewhere, * We ſhall” 
not all ſleep, but we ſhall all be changed; in 
a * moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at 
tlie laſt trump. "—They will not ſuffer that 
ſeparation of ſoul and body, which we call 
death. But as mortal fleſh and blood cannot 
inherit the kingdom of God, He will change 
their vile bodies, + according to the pattern of 
his glorious body, and they, like Enoch and 
Elijah of old, ſhall aſcend, together with thoſe 
who are raiſed from the dead, to meet him in 


the air. 


"Theſe will conſtitute his Train. The Re- 
deemed from the earth; they who lived and 
dicd in the faith of his name, through a courſe 
of ſucceſſive generations; ; and they who ſhall 
be alive at his coming, ſhalt ' be all collected 
together, and Prepared to welcome Hi im. | 


Of the numbers who mou rej oice to ſee the 
King to . many, though th e 
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Kar greater part of his people will not behold 
him at all. Few but the nobility and princi- 
pal perſons, can gain admiſſion into the 
church; though the crowds in the ſtreet will 
participate in the general ſatisfaction. Could 
we ſuppoſe, that inſtead of the common peo- 
ple, the ſtreets were filled, and the windows 
lined by the Great; that all the ſovereigns, 
potentates, and illuſtrious perſonages in Eu- 
rope, were aſſembled to be ſpectators of the 
Joyful eyent which now calls for our thankſ- 
givings; ſplendid as the concourſe might ap- 
pear, in the eyes of men, they would be un- 
ſpeakably inferior, in rank and dignity, to 
thoſe who ſhall meet the Lord. Not one of | 
his people will be abſent; and however poor 
and unnoticed many of them once were, they 
will then, every one, be greater than the kings 
of the earth. They will all claim the title, 
and the claim will be allowed, of fſons and 
daughters * of the Lord Almighty.” - They 
will all poſſeſs ** that honour, which cometl a 
of God only +,” The glorious company of 
Apoſtles, the goodly fellowſhip of Proph its, 


* 2 Cor. vi. 18. + John v. 44. 
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the noble army of Martyrs will march in the 
proceſſion; and beſides theſe, an exceeding great 
multitude, which no man can number, whoſe 
exaltation and happineſs are but imperfectly 
repreſented to us, by images borrowed from 
the things which are deemed moſt valuable 
and honourable amongſt men. They are faid 
to be clothed with white robes *, to have 
crowns upon their heads, to be furniſhed with 
harps, and to bear palms (the emblem of vic- 


tory) in their hands . 


« Fear not little flock, it is your Father's 
good pleaſure to give you the kingdom 4.“ 
May Grace preſerve you from being aſhamed 
of your Lord now, and you will not be aſhamed 
of Him, nor will he be aſhamed of you, when 
he ſhall come to judge the world. 


When all mankind ſhall be ranged before 
this Great Judge, he will own and vindicate 
his people, in the preſence of aſſembled worlds, 
and paſs an irrevocable ſentence of exclufion 


* Rev. iv. 10, and vii. 9. + Luke xii. 32. 
+ Matt, x. 32. Mark viii. 38. | 


an 
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and condemnation upon his enemies; and then, 
He will ſay to thoſe on his right hand, Come, 
ye bleſſed of my Father *, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you: * then, he will preſent them 
before ꝶ the preſence.of his glory, with ex- 
ceeding joy, then 4 time ſhall be no more; 
they will no longer meaſure their exiſtence by 
the revolutions of the ſun and the moon; 


they will enter upon an eternal ſtate. With 


this event the Apoſtle cloſes the deſcription in 
my text. Here he ſtops—the reſt is too great 
for language to expreſs, or thought to con- 
ceive. He can only ſay, and fo we ſhall for 
ever be with the Lord.” Who can expound 
this ſentence? We muſt leave this world, and 
be admitted to the inheritance of the Saints in 
light, before we can fully underſtand the im- 
port of theſe few words. 


We ſhall be with the Lord. There is no 
doubt, that if the power of our King was 
equal to the benevolence of his heart, he 
would willingly make all who ſhall fee him 


* Matt. xxv. 34. = + Jude XX, 
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to day, yea, all his ſubjects, in every part of 

his dominions, completely happy. But can he 
take them all with him to Court? Can he 
treat them all as his own children? Can he 


inveſt them all with dignities and poſſeſſions 
equal to the largeſt defires of their hearts ? 
Could we, for a moment, conceive it poſſible 
for an earthly King to do thus, {till it would 
afford but a very faint illuſtration of our ſub- 


jet. The higheſt effects of his favour, would 


be precarious, and tranſient, confined to the 


term of a ſhort life, and, in their nature, in- 


capable of anſwering the inſtinctive appetite 
of the ſoul of man, formed for immortality, 
and endued with a capacity for good, which 
nothing leſs than being with the Lord can 
ſatisfy. 


When Peter ſaw his Saviour transfigured 


upon the mount, a glance of his glory, in- 


ſtantly, fixed and filled his mind. He forgot 
all inferior attachments, and ſaid, It is 
good * to be here.” He would have been glad 
to build tabernacles upon the mount, and to 


* Matt. xvii. 4. 


return 
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return to the world no more, He knew not, 
indeed, what he ſaid ; there was much for 
him yet to do, and to ſuffer for his Maſter x 
but he well knew why he ſaid it; and all who 
are partakers of the grace of God, are like 
minded with Peter. And though, at preſent, 
they walk by faith *, and not by ſight, they 
are ſometimes favoured with ſeaſons of refreſh- 
ment, with golden hours, when, according 
to his gracious promiſe, he manifeſts himſelf + 
_ unto them, as he does not unto the world, 
and cauſes his goodneſs to paſs before them: 
then, for the time, they are raiſed above, both 
the cares and the comforts of this world, and 
could be glad to remain with him. But, like 
Peter, they muſt return to fill up the duties 
of their ſituation in life, till his appointed 
hour of diſmiſſion. However, theſe foretaſtes 
convince them, that they cannot be properly 
happy till they are with him in his kingdom, 
where nothing will conceal him, for a moment, 
from their view. 


Their neareſt approaches to him now, are, 
likewiſe, ſubject to abatements. Something 


* 2 Cor. v. 7. + John xiv. 22. p 
| rom 
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they who are once with the Lord, ſhall be 
with him for ever - this is, if I may ſo ſpeak, 
the Heaven vf Heaven itſelf, Such honour 
awaits all the ſaints : for thus hath the Amen, 
the faithful and true witneſs already declared. 
1 Him that overcometh, . will I make * a 
pillar in the houſe of my God, and he ſhall 
go na more out, Thy ſun ſhall no more go 
down *, neither ſhall thy moon withdraw it- 
felf, for the. Lord ſhall be thine everlaſting 
light, and the days of thy mourning ſhall be 
ended . | 


I hope I have not digreſſed from the de- 
ſign of hie day, by attempting to lead your 
thoughts to he day of the Lord. I have 
availed myſelf of every occaſion, which my 
views of the text have ſuggefted, to impreſs 
upon your hearts and my own, a ſenſe of the 
very great mercy, which God, in anſwer to 
prayer, has beſtowed upon us, by reſtoring. 
health to the King, and enabling him to pay 
his public acknowledgment to the Moſt High, 
and to reviſit his affectionate people. But 


Rev. ili. 12. | 1 Ma. is 20» 
Pre: never 
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never are our a mercies ſo ſweet, ſo 
valuable, nor ſo likely to be permanent, as 
when they are thankfully contemplated, inn 
immediate connection with the hand of Nin, 
by whom Kings reign, and “ who doth what 


pleaſeth Him, in the armies of Heaven, and | 


among the inhabitants of the earth &. Nay, 
to us, who are ſoon to paſs" into an eternal 
ſtate, the moſt important concerns of nations 


and kingdoms, are, in reality, trivial as the 


ſports of children, unleſs we can acknow- 
ledge, trace, approve, and admire, the great 
and ultimate deſigns of God, to which all the 
revolutions that take place in human affairs, 


ate ſubordinate ard ſubſervient. His wiſe and 


Holy Providence ruleth over all; and every 
movement Has either a more remote, or 4 
more direct tendency, to bring forward the 


glories of that day, when the Lord himſelf 
ſhall deſcend to' receive his own people, and to 


execute ven geance upon his adyerſaries. 


Knowing to whom I am preaching, I have 
not thought it neceſſary to offer proof, that 


. Dan. iv: 25. 
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the God who has reſtored health to the King, 


and happineſs to the kingdom, is He to whom 
my text refers: He of whom we fay, in our 


Public Liturgy, * We believe that Thou ſhalt 


come to be our Judge.” It is the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, the. Eternal Word, the Son of God, 
the Saviour of Sinners. We reſt in his own 
declaration, unmoved by all the cavils of thoſe 
who, alas, know him not, that all things cc re 
delivered unto him *, all power committed to 
him, in Heaven and in earth.” How elſe 
could we truſt to him for the expiation of our 

fins, and the falvation of our ſouls ; guilty and 

helpleſs as we are in ourſelves, and conſcious 
of the ſnares, difficulties, dangers, and ene- 
mies to which we are expoſed? The Lord 
reigneth +. He is King of Saints, King of 
the nations, King and Lord of the univerſe. 


« The. government is upon his ſhoulders .“ 


This God is the God we adore, and we now 
aim to imitate the ſongs of thoſe with whom 
we ſhortly hope to join; © Worthy || is the 


Lamb that was ſlain, to receive power, and 


„Matt. xi. 27, and vill. . + Pf, cix. 1. 
1 Iſa. ix. 6. Rev. v. 12. 


riches, 
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riches, and wiſdom, and ſtrength *, and ho- 


nour, and glory, and bleſſing.” 


While I exhort you to rejoice, and join 


with you in rejoicing, for the late inſtance of 


his goodneſs to the King, to the nation, and to 
ourſelves ; I feel the higheſt pleaſure in the 
thought, that I ſee many around me, (Oh! 
that I could hope the ſame of you all) to whom 
I may warrantably ſay, Rejoice on theſe ac- 
counts, but rather, eſpecially and above all +, 


«© Rejoice that your names are written | in 


Heaven, and that the Lord, whom you love, 
who now guides you by his counſel, will, 
ſhortly, deſcend to receive you to his glory. 


Rev. v. 12, + Luke x. 20. t Pf. Ixxiii. 24. 
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KING's HAPPY RECOVERY. 


J. 


AN can ſeldom prize the bleſſings 
Which our gracious God beſtows, 
In the moment of poſſeſſing; 

Or return the praiſe he owes. 

But, with other eyes, he views them 

In afflictions threat ning days; 

When he fears, leſt he ſhould loſe them, 
Then he trembles, weeps, and prays. 


. 


Comets, or eclipſes wake him, 

For a moment fix his eye, 

Hurricanes, or earthquakes ſhake him, 
And extort an anxious cry, | 


While 
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While the Sun, with gentle motion, 
Spreading bleſſings through the year, 
Cauſes no devout emotion, 
Neither gratitude, nor fear. 


III. 


God, in mercy to this nation, 

Has afforded us a King, 

Whoſe benign adminiſtration 

Cheer'd us, like the ſun in Spring. 
Truth and Liberty were nouriſh' d 

By his mild auſpicious rays ; 

Thus, in peace, the kingdom flouruh' d, 
But our hearts forgot to praiſe. 


IV. 


When a dark eclipſe ſucceeded, 
Fear, a thouſand ills, ſurmis'd; 
Then we felt how much we needed 
What, we had too little priz'd : 
Then we pray'd, and ſince have proved, 
Fervent pray'r is not in vain ; 
Pray'r the dark eclipſe removed, 
And our Sun ſhines bright again. 


1 
V. 


Lord! to thee, the Great Phyſician, 
We our hearts and voices raiſe ! 
Thou didſt anſwer our petition, 
Now accept our humble praile ! 
Bleſs our King, Almighty Saviour ! 
May he long, the ſcepter wield 
For our good, and with thy favour, 
Thou his Wiſdom, Strength and Shield ! 


—— ——— — . — 
II 7 " wy 2 * 


* 


Publiſhed by the Aurnhox of this SER MO x. 


1. 7 > Authentic and Intereſting Narrative, &c. 
price 23. | 

2. Omicron's Letters, price 3s. 

3. Cardiphonia, or the Utterance of-the Heart, 2 vols. 
price 7s. 26 1Y 66 

4. Sermons, 1 vol. price 58. 

5. A Review of Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, price 55. 

6. Olney Hymns, price 28. 6d. 

7. A Faſt Sermon, preached Feb. 21, 1781. 


N. B. The above Pieces are printed uniformly, in 6 vols. 
12mo. and may be had at 1 55. ſewed. 


8. Meſſiah. Fifty Diſcourſes on the Series of Scrip- 
tural Paſſages, which form the Subject of the celebrated 
Oratorio of Handel, preached in 1784 and 1785, in the 
Church of St, Mary Woolnoth, 2 vols. price 10s. 6d. 
in boards. N 


9. A Sermon on the Death of Dr. Conyers, price 6d. 


10. A Sermon preached Nov. 21, 1787, before the 


Society for Promoting Religious Knowledge among the 
Poor, price 6d. | 


11. Apologia, four Letters to a Miniſter of an Inde- 
pendent Church, by a Miniſter of the Church of England, 
price 28. 


12. Thoughts upon the African Slave Trade, price 18. 


